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FRIS-4801-86
8 Januwary 88

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Foreign Broadoast Information Service
THROUGH ¢t Chief, Operations Group

SUBJECT : Monthly Report - Nicosia Bureau -—- December 1987

I. GENERAL.

The U.5. ambassador designate to Nicosia, William Ferrin, was left
unconfirmaed along with five other administration nominees when the Henate
Foreign Relations Committee decided to take no action on them in this
session. The nominees will have to be submitted anew to the next
Congress. Ferrin ‘s testimony before the committee drew a flurry of
criticism from Cypriot papers, which found him trying to be too
even—handed in his views toward the Greek Cypriot side and what they e er
to as "Atilla."

II. OPERATIONS

A, Mondtorial /ZBEditorial

1. At London Bureaw ' s reqguest, Nicosia covered Saudi Arabian
television from satellite during the Gulf Cooperation Council meeting in
Riyadh, from 26 through 29 December. The RBBC had difficulties monitoring
other satellite targets, which prevented them from laying on Saudi
television coverage themselves, but they were able to resume coverage
hetore the conterence finished. & few days before the GCC session, the
BEC alwso briefly lost its regular feed of the Saudi Fress 6 Micosia
attempted to backstop this service from satellite, but could not locate
ity presumably because of local interference on & nearby freguency.

2 The bureaw realigned FPersian coverage as the two Fersian
monitors took leave in tuwrns throughout the whole month. The chuty monitor
wach week worked six days, leaving the BBL to cover Tehran @arly morning
casts one day a week and relegating Tehran evening television to delayed
coverage from recordings. The daily forwarding of Tehran television Nnews
programs for INTERNET relay, however, continued without delay. On 18
December an off-duty Fersian monitor was called back in to check reports
that Khomeyni was dead, which were based on observations of the television
carrying his picture with "black flags.” The monitor s checks turned up a
recent program showing the mowning for another figure in 1979 that
matched this description. Earlier, on 14 December, & series of FYIL '8 was
filed confirming that Tehran radio and television were continuing normal
programs in response to a Rewter report that Fhomeyni might be ill.

Ha Telephone patches to the BREC of the bureauw’ s satel lite
reception of Tehran radio became more freguent as Tehran schedule changes
made reception of the traditional Friday prayers more difficult at London.
The bureau worked out a series of technical and procedural problems until
the phone patches became a reliable, routineg operation. Nicosia now keeps
watch on Tehran television at the approsimate time for the prayers
broadoast—using an Arabic monitor when no Persian is on duty-—and alerts
the BRC to the start of the broadcast so they can place the phone call
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for the signal feed. Tehran television’'s weekly Revolutionary Guards
Frogram was recorded and forwarded to London by courier for INTERNET relay
for three weeks in response to a Meaduarters request. The bureau was
tinally able to observe the reported broadcasts of Tehran television's
Second Frogram from satellite. The cast is being checked to determine
content and broadcast schedule.

4, Nicosia resumed recording Beijing radio in Fersian on the
days of the week when it is not on regular coverage in response to an AL
request for continuing checks for comment from this cast that might match
occasional comment on Iran and Gulf issues from other Beijing sources.

S In response to a guery from Amman Bureauw on 1% December,
Nicosia monitors rechecked Egyptian media output and confirmed an absence
of commentary critical of Syria for the preceding three weeks.

b Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation employvees called a warning
strike on 23 December, which put the radio and television off the air for
three hours. This was followed by a 24~houwr strike on 4 January, during
which the radio broadcast only music and the television was again off the
air.

R, lateral bervices
The bureau passed on to Colonge Unit a request from American
Embassy Micosia for the text of an interview in the German paper Die Welt
with Turkish Cypriot leader Raut Denktas. The short text was receilved and
passed on to the Embassy in less than two houwrs. The political officer
expressed thanks for the service.

. Technical
1. Many problems were uncovered in the heating system during
the first real cold spell of the year. Several heating elements were
found connected incorrectly, and the main thermostat was connected
backwards. The humidity control was found to be causing some problems and
was temporarily disconnected to allow proper heating throughout the
bhuilding.

STAT

3 The audio selection assemblies in the monitoring areas were
modified to allow monitors to use headphones in place of speakers when
working areas are crowded.

4, Installation of eguipment in the crulsing room was
completed. All that remains is to connect the signal lines from the
satellite dish antennas.

S.e A set of new furniture was received and delivered to the
house of editor Mike Mantas to replace old furnituwwe there. Some af the
hetter furniture was used to replace still older items in the TDY
apartment. New rugs were installed in the bedrooms and entry hall of the
apartment, the second bedroom was furnished in anticipation of having two
DY editors arriving together in Januwary, and the third bedroom was
furnished as a stuwdy with a desk and typewriter.
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& AN @nginesring workbook was completed, as requested by FED,

and will be forwarded to Headguarters. It describes and documents the
entire physical and technical plant of the bureau.

III. ADMINISTRATION
. Fersonnel

1«  Bureauw Chief ‘and his wife and daughter went on
R&R to the United States on 17 December.

STAT

2 Editmr‘ ‘departed on R&R to the United Statm%STAT

an 8 December.

e

3+ Retired teletypist

friends and former colleagues attended the services.

Iv. VISITS

Headqguarters editor departed on 9 December at the end o

a three-month editorial training TDY.
i

ardaw Chief
ichsia Bureal

ATTACHMENT: Froduction Report
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| from the old MedBureau atSTAT
Faravas, died of cancer in Nicosia on 13 December. Bureauw employees sent
a donation to a charity designated by the family, and a contingent of his

(STAT

STAT
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Micosia Bureau FProduction Report for December 1987

I. TOTALE FROM all SOURCES:
TOTAL FUEBLISHABLE WIORDAGBE FILED DURING FONTH: 2749730

TOTAL NON-FURLISHABLE WIORDAGE FILED DURING MONTH: 107800
TOTAL NUMBER OF FUBLISHARBLE ITEMS FILED DURING MOMTH: 08

BROAD -~
LABTS

FRESS

ABGENCIES

FURL.T -
CATIONS

I1. INFUT OF REGULAR COVERAGE: 10095, 00
(minutes or issues per weelk) min.

2EE60.00

mir.

118.00
1LGEues

ITI.  OuTFUT FROM ALl SOURCES:

tpubrlishable words per month)

CHIRNA
Bed jing in
Fersian to Iran QO

CLANDEST INE

(Clandestine) Radio Free Lebanon in
Arabic

(Clandestineg) Radio Free Lebanon in
Ernglish 2

(Clandesting) Voice of Falestine in
Arabhic s

(Zlandestine) Voice of the Mountain in
fAralbic

(Clandestine) Voice of the Feople in
MArabic 850

1E970

CYFRUS
Micosia Donmestic Service in

English

Micosia Domestic Servioce in
Gireel

Nicosia Television Service in
Greel

Micosia CYPRUS MAIL in
English

Nicosia ELEVTHERQTIFPIA TIS

DHEFTERAS in
Greak

Nicosia ELEVTHEROTIFIA in
GBroel:

Micosia [ SIMERINI TIS DHEFTERAS in
Greek
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Nicosia | SIMERINI in
Oreak

Nicosia EHARAVYIT DHEFTERAS
Greek

Nicosia EHARAVY T
Greel

Nicosia O AGON
Greek

Micosia 0 AGON 1n
Greve

in
in

TIS DHEFTERAS 1n

DHEFTERAS
Greek
Nicosia 0 FILELEVTHERQOS in
Greelk
Nicosia FRESS AND
OFFICE in
English
Nicosia Ta NEA 1n
Gireek
Nicosia THE
English
Nicosia YENI DUZEN in
Turkish

in

INFORMATLON

CYPRUS WEEKLY in

EBYFRT

Cairo Domestic Service
Arabic

Cairo MERNA
Arabic

Cairo MENA in
English

in

in

FRANCE
Faris AFF in
English

GREECE

Aathens Domestic Service
Greek

Athens ATHENS
English

Athens ELEVTHEROTIFIA
break

Athens T EATHIMERINI
Greek

Athens KIRIAEATIELD ELEVTHEROTIFIA
Grmelk

ir
NEWS in

in
in

in
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1700
Rty
480
240

1220

2540

240
240

E280

14120

T4

10560

113590
1990

1460
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L4

BROAD- FRESS FURL.T -
CASTS AGENCIES CATIONS

Athens EIRIAEATIEQS RIZOSFASTIS in

Greel o
Albhens RIZOSFASTIS in

Breek 2EEO

TRAN
Tehran International Service in

Arabic 21320
Tehran Domestic Service in

Fersian 16890
Tehran Television Service in

Feraian 290

LERANON
Feirul Domestic Service in

Arabic 22850
Beirut Veoice of Lebanon in

Frabic SAFZ0
Beirut Volce of MNMational
Resistance in

Arabic 160
Mar i "Uyun Lebanon Yoice of Hope in

Arabic 1220
Beirut AL-NAHAR AL- ARABIT WA
AL-DUWALT in

Arabic Z15O
Reirut AL-NAHAR in

Arabic 0
Beirut AL-S4FIR in

B abi o 2120
Beirat AL-SHIRA in

firabi o HOOO
Beirut MONDAY MORNING in

English 5E90

LIBYA
Iripoli Domestic Service in
fArabic G
Tripoli Voice of Greater arab
Homeland in
Arabic 490

SAUDI ARARIA
Fiyadh Television Service in
Arabic 1350

TURKEY
fnkara YANMET in
Turkish O
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Istanbul BULVAR in
Turkiash

ITstanbul CUMHURIYET in
Turkish

Tatanbul DUNMYA in
Tur ki sh

Tstanbul GUNAYDIN in
Turkish

ITstanbul HURRIYET in
Turkish

ITstanbul MILLIYET in
Turkish

Tatanbul TERCUMAM in
Turikish

UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REFPURBLICS
Moscow Radio Feace and Frogress in
Fersian
Moscow 1n
Greet: to Cyprus
Moscow in
Lreek to Greece
Moscow 1in
Fersian to Iran
Raku Domestic Service in
REerld
Tashkent Domestic DHervice in
Uzbek
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43R0
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L1700
mEEO
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1700

860

0

Q

1670
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